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Abel, Gary, 9–10
Abraham, Mr. and Mrs. Tom, 68
accidents, car, 9, 25
Advent Christian Church campgrounds, 64,

back cover
Agness, Ore, 29–31
air travel, 40
Alaskan Earthquake of 1964, 16, 71
Albany, Ore, 13, 36
Alberta, Canada, 7
Albiqua Creek, 36
Alsea River, 60
Anchorage, Alaska, 6
anecdotes, 69–71
animals. see livestock; pets; wildlife
Applegate River, 29
Ashland, Ore, 29
Astoria, Ore, 8, 65
avalanches, 27, 32, 65–67, 66, 66, 67, 71

Baker, Doug, 70
Baker, Ore, 8
Barrett, Eugene, 22
Bates Trucking Company, 34
Bauman, Dave, 19
beach combing, 63
Beck, Merle, 66
Bennington (aircraft carrier), 56
Benscoter, Les, 67
Big Blow of ’62, 62, 68
"Big Mop-up", 59
Biggs, Ore, 32, 33
Blue Canyon, Calif, 57
Blue River, Ore, 37
Bollinger, Robert, 63
Bonneville Dam, 9, 20
Boy Scouts, 60
Bradwood, Ore, 65
Brandon, Jeff, 9–10
breeches buoys, 18, 26
bridges, 46

Columbia Highway Bridge, 25–26
John Day Bridge, 23, 34
Maryhill Bridge, 33
Zigzag River Bridge, 26

Brightwood, Ore, 70

Brogan, Phil, 19
Brookings, Ore, 29
Brown, Dan, 22
Brown, Edmund G., 56
Butler, John, 56

Calef, Doug and Joan, 21–22, 60
California, northern, 38
Camas, Wash, 53
Canyon City, Ore, 34, 60
Capt. Al James (tugboat), 33
Carver, Ore, 50
Cascadia, Ore, 39
casualties, 25, 26, 27, 33, 35, 56, 58, 65, 68
Cecilville, Ore, 57
Centennial Queen (ferryboat), 49
Central Point, Ore, 29
Centralia, Wash, 27
Champoeg, Ore, 13
Cheyenne, Wyo, 7
chinook wind, 19
Christmas Week Floods, 6, 71

statistics, 72
City of Portland, Union Pacific Railroad, 10
Civil Defense, 29, 31, 35, 36
Clackamas County Sheriff, 22, 37
Clackamas River, 29, 37, 43, 44, 69
Claggett Creek, 35
Clark, Andrew, 55
Clark, Donald, 54
Clasey, John, 51
Cochran, Howard "Jim", 37–39
Cock Robin Island, Calif, 56
Cody, Robert, 22–25, 26
cold front, 6–9
Colpitts, Mr. and Mrs. Willard, 35
Columbia Gorge, 8, 8, 9
Columbia Highway Bridge, 25–26
Columbia River, 15, 20, 53, 65, 68
Columbus Day Storm, 31, 68, 69, 71
communications, emergency, 21, 27, 31, 53
Coos Bay, Ore, 20
Copper Canyon, 31
Coquille River, 29
Corvallis, Ore, 20, 65, 68
Corvallis (Ore) City Hall, 20
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Cottage Grove, Ore, 37
Coweman River, 53
Cowlitz River, 53, 60
Crabtree, Ore, 27, 63
Craven, Charles, 67
Crescent City, Calif, 17, 68
Crown-Zellerbach, 43
Curler, Carol Van, 66–67
Curry County (Ore) Reporter, 31

Dallas, Ore, 36
Dalles, Ore. see The Dalles, Ore
damages

described, 22, 34, 35, 39, 58, 59, 61
economic, 6, 17, 31, 39, 40, 49, 62–63
freezing, 10

dams, 28
Detroit Dam, 36
Green Peter Dam, 36
John Day Dam, 33

Dawson, Yukon, 6
Day, Thomas, 27
Dayville, Ore, 35
Depoe Bay, Ore, 17
Deschutes River, 20
Detroit Dam, 36
Dickson, John Robert, 6, 25–26
Digree, Sid, 70
disease, fear of, 35
Dorena, Ore, 40
Dunsmuir, Calif, 10

economic impact, 6, 17, 31, 39, 40, 49, 62–63
Edward Hines Lumber Company, 39
Eel River, 55, 55, 56, 57, 58, 60, 70
Eger, Hans, 53
Ehlers, Arthur, 35
electrical consumption, 8
Elkton, Ore, 40
Elliott, Don, 27
Estacada, Ore, 22
Eugene, Ore, 36, 37, 41, 65
Eureka, Calif, 55, 56
evacuations, 20, 22, 29, 36, 44–45, 45, 53, 57,

64, 65, 67. see also rescue efforts

Fairbanks, Alaska, 6
fish hatcheries, 39

Fletcher, Scotty, 33
flood levels, 19–20, 26, 29–31, 41, 43, 53, 56,

58, 68
flood statistics, 72
flooding in Oregon, historically, 11–18
Florence, Ore, 65
Frank M. Warren (tugboat), 51
Freightliner Corporation, 60
Fulton Creek, 33

Gabrielson, Holcomb, 65
Garberville, Calif, 57
Gearhart, Ore, 71
Gimble, Mr. and Mrs. Frank, 47
Girkling Canyon, 33
Girt, Roland, 22
Gladstone, Ore, 44, 68
Gold Beach, Ore, 31
Gold Hill, Ore, 29
Government Camp, Ore, 27
Grants Pass, Ore, 71
Green Peter Dam, 36

Happy Creek, Calif, 57
Harris, Lawrence W., 60
Hatfield, Mark, 31
Hayden Island, Ore, 53
Hayes, Dorothy, 63
helicopters, use of, 22, 35–39, 56
Heppner (Ore) Flood, 13–15
Holgate Moorage, 45
Holladay Park (Portland), 7, 9
Hood, Mt., 18, 27, 64
Hoover, Don, 9
houseboats, 45, 45–47
Howard, Dave, 9–10
Hultberg, Al, 47

Idanha, Ore, 36
Illinois River, 21
Independence, Ore, 36
Ione, Ore, 34

Jacksonville, Ore, 29
J.C. Penney Company, 43
John Day, Ore, 64
John Day Bridge, 23, 34
John Day Dam, 33
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John Day River, 20, 25–26, 35
Johnson, Lyndon, 62
Johnson Creek, 20
Jones, Clifford N., 59
Jones, Jack R., 10

Keizer, Ore, 35, 37, 65
Kelso, Wash, 53
Kemmling, Lester, 27
Klamath Falls, Ore, 57
Klamath River, 55, 57, 58
Knight, Mr. and Mrs. Ben, 71
Kobbe, John, 25
Kral, Bill, 71
Kral, Bob, 71

La Grande, Ore, 64
Lake Oswego, Ore, 43, 44, 63
Lane County (Ore), 39
Larson, Lester B., 13
Leaburg, Ore, 40
Lebanon, Ore, 41
Lewis River, 53
Lexington, Ore, 15
Linn City, Ore, 13
livestock, 21, 34, 37, 41, 56, 60, 62. see also

pets; wildlife
Loehr, Marion, 51
log boom, 54
Longview-Kelso, Wash, 27
Love, Ida Mae, 66–67
lumber, 39

Madsens, Stanley, 36
Magatha, Charles, 37–39
Mapleton, Ore, 40, 65–67, 66, 69
Marion County (Ore), 53
Marion County Sheriff’s office, 36
Maryhill Bridge, 33
McAllister, John, 25
McDermott, Edward A., 62
McKenzie River, 37, 39
Medford, Ore, 29
Metolius River, 17
Mill Creek, 36
Miller, Joaquin, 34
Milton-Freewater, Ore, 64
Milwaukie, Ore, 59

Mitchell, Ore, 15
Molalla River, 36, 37
Monmouth, Ore, 36
"mop-up kits", 60
Morrow County (Ore), 15, 34
Morton, Ramon, 33
motorists, stranded, 10, 33, 39, 50, 57, 60
Mowery, Mr. and Mrs. A.M., 25–26, 34
Mt. Hood, 18, 27, 64
mudslides, 27, 65–67, 66, 67, 71
Murder Creek, 36
Murray, Mr. and Mrs. Joe, 25–26
Myers Flat, Calif, 58
Myrtle Point, Ore, 29

Naches, Wash, 27
National Guard, 43, 52
Neely Mountain, 65
Nehalem, Ore, 39
Neumann, Carl, 27
Newport, Ore, 68
North Fork Reservoir, 29
Nutting, Walter L., 49

Oak Bottom, Calif, 56
Oak Ridge, Ore, 37, 39
Oaks Amusement Park (Portland), 49, 63
Olson, Bessie, 65
Oregon City, Ore, 13, 43–44, 46, 47, 54, 62
Oregon Coast Highway (U.S. 101), 65
Oregon Journal, 63
Oregon Wind, 19
The Oregonian, 13, 62
Orleans, Calif, 56
Oswald West State Park, 65

Pacific Northwest Bell, 53
paper mill (unidentified), 64
Park, Mike, 25
Paul, Roderick, 9–10
Pease, George A., 13
Pepperwood, Calif, 58
pets, 22, 37, 44, 47, 70, 71. see also livestock;

wildlife
Phoenix, Ore, 29
Placer County (Calif), 57
Portland, Ore, 12, 13, 41, 48, 49–51, 53, 62,

68, 69, 70
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Portland, Ore  (cont.)
freezing weather, 9

Portland General Electric, 29, 36
Prairie City, Ore, 35
Prosser, Wash, 27
Publishers’ Paper Company, 43
Pudding River, 36
Puget Island, Ore, 65

Radio Station KLIQ, 49
railroads, 39

Southern Pacific Railroad, 10, 62
Spokane, Portland & Seattle Railroad,

65
Union Pacific Railroad, 32

rain conditions, 20, 39, 57, 65, 67
Randle, Wash, 64
recovery efforts, 59–63, 60
Red Cross, 9, 29, 37, 60
Redding, Calif, 10
Redmond, Ore, 8
Reedsport, Ore, 40
Reichert, Robert, 33
relief and recovery efforts, 54
Reno, Nev, 55, 57
rescue efforts, 22–25, 29, 33, 35–39, 38, 51,

52, 53, 56, 58. see also evacuations
Rhea Creek, 34
Rhododendron, Ore, 26
Richards, Leverett, 33
Richardson, Merrill, 71
river conditions, 19–20, 26, 29–31, 41, 43, 53,

56, 58, 68
River Queen (floating restaurant), 49, 50
road conditions, 9, 25–26, 30, 38, 42, 59
Rogue National Forest, 29
Rogue River, 1, 29, 31, 70
Rogue Valley, 60
Roseburg, Ore, 40
Ruby II (tugboat), 51
Rufus, Ore, 32, 33, 60

Salem, Ore, 13, 31, 35, 36, 40, 41, 43
Salem Memorial hospital, 24, 36
Salmon, Calif, 57
Salmon River, 55, 57
Sandy River, 11, 42, 63, 64, 71
Santiam River, 27, 36

Sauvies Island, Ore, 53
sawlogs, 44
Sawyer’s Bar, Calif, 57
Schofield Creek, 40
Scio, Ore, 36
Scotia, Calif, 58
Scott, Harvey, 13, 63
Scottsburg, Ore, 40
Seaside, Ore, 16, 17
Setunsky, Leon and Carol, 33
Shady Cove, Ore, 29, 70
Siletz River, 60
Silverton, Ore, 36
Simes, Barney, 66
Simpson Timber Company, 58
Singing Springs, Ore, 29
Siskiyou County (Calif), 56
Siuslaw River, 65
slides, 27, 32, 65–67, 66, 66, 67, 71
Smith, Virgil, 16
Smith River, 55
Snoqualmie Pass, 7
Somes Bar, Calif, 57
South Fork, Calif, 58
South Fork Coquille River, 29
South Yamhill River, 36
Southern Pacific Railroad, 10, 62
Sowle, Bill, 57, 58
spawning grounds, 39
Spiedel, William, 71
Spokane, Portland & Seattle Railroad, 65
statistics, flood, 72
Stead Air Base, 57
Sunny Valley, Ore, 71
Swanson, Mrs. William, 70

tales of the Christmas week floods of ’64, 69–
71

Tannler, Hans, 67
Tatoosh Island, Wash, 7
The Dalles, Ore, 33
"Thousand Year Flood", 56, 68
Tillamook, Ore, 67
timber, 39, 44
Timberline Lodge, 26
Toutle River, 53
trailer parks, 50
travelers, stranded, 10, 33, 39, 50, 57, 60
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Triangle Lake, Ore, 40
Troutdale, Ore, 64, 68
Truckee River, 55
tugboats, 44, 47–49, 70
Turner, Ore, 36

Umatilla County (Ore), 34
Umatilla River, 20
Umpqua River, 40, 60
Unger, Jack, 40
Union Pacific Railroad, 32

City of Portland, 10
Utterback, Jack, 36

Van der Vlugt, Martha R., 35
Vancouver, Wash, 62
Vanport, Ore, 13, 14
Vanport (Ore) Flood, 14, 15–16, 53–54, 71

Waldport, Ore, 16
Walterville, Ore, 40
Warm Springs Indian Reservation, 23, 33
Washam, Mr. and Mrs. H.L., 47
Washougal, Wash, 53
Wauna, Ore, 65
weather conditions, 5–6, 6–9, 8

rain, 20, 39, 57, 65, 67
wind, 19–20, 68

Wedderburn, Ore, 31
Wemme, Ore, 63, 64
Weott, Calif, 58
West Linn, Ore, 43
Wetmore, Glenn and Donna, 39
White Pass, 7
Wildcat Creek, 27, 28
wildlife, 21, 60. see also livestock; pets
Willamette River, 20–22, 35, 43, 52, 53, 68
Willamette Valley, 34, 37
Willow Creek, 34
Wilson River, 67
Wilson River Highway, 71
wind, chinook, 19
wind conditions, 19–20, 68
wind storms. see Big Blow of ’62; Columbus

Day Storm

Yachats, Ore, 65
Yamhill County (Ore), 53

Yank, Bud, 39
Yosemite Valley, 55
Yreka, Calif, 55, 57, 60
Yuba City, Nevada, 55

Zigzag River, 26, 64, cover


