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Agikistrodon contortrix contortrix (copperheads), 
6, 50–51

Agkistrodon piscivorus leucostoma 
(cottonmouths), 52–53

allergic reactions, 66–67, 70
Amelanchier arborea (sarviceberry), 184
American cockroaches, 134, 136–138
Andy Beagle (animal companion), 97–102, 145, 

155–156, 195
animal companions, See Andy Beagle; Black 

Edith; Sacheverell; Tazzie
argiopes (spiders), 56–57
arthritis, 71, 73
Asher (cousin), 37–38
Aster ericoides (Michaelmas daisies), 178
Audubon Society, 198
Autumn, 87–125

back-to-the-landers, 211
bacon-rind tale, 22
balancing acts, 167, 204, 207
bald-faced hornets (Vespula maculata), 94–96
Baltimore orioles, 199–201
barn, 87–91, 122–125
bats, 35–39

See also specific names
bee escapes, 78, 80–81
Bee Lady, 28, 192
bee venom, 71, 73
beehives, 11, 137, 150
beekeepers, 59–62, 103–110
Beekeepers Pig Roast, 59–62
beekeeping, 71, 92–97, 192
bees

behavior, 80–81
communications, 25, 79
in honey house, 17, 78–81
queens, 188–192
reaction to strangers, 71
and spiders, 57
swarms, 24–27
venom, 70
winter preparations, 179

beework, 19–21, 24–25, 178, 191–192
beeyard, 68

biblical plagues, 16
Bil (brother), 99, 105, 203, 213–217
bird watching, 197, 201–202
birds, See specific names
Black Edith (animal companion), 99–102
black rat snakes (Elaphe obsoleta obsoleta), 

74–77
bluebells (Mertensia virginica), 186
bluebirds, 130
bobcats, 139–140, 143
Borges, Jorge Luis, 9
Brennan, James M., 64–65
Brian (son), 88–91, 109, 145–146
brown recluse spider (Loxosceles reclusa), 40–43
brush hogging, 163–165

Camptosorus rhizophyllus (walking fern), 
215–216

Canis familiaris (domestic dogs), 155
Canis latrans (coyotes), 5–6, 113, 154–157
carpenter, lady, 88
carpentry lessons, 122–125
caterpillars, 218–221
caterpillars (Thaumatopoea processionea), 220
cats, See Black Edith; Sacheverell
cedar waxwings, 129–132
chain saws, 45–46
charcoal factories, 59
chicken sexing, 112
chickens, 111–116
chiggers (Trombicula alfreddugesi), 63–67
chigoe, 64
Chinese classification system, 9
Christmas, 144–148
Citizens for a Free Flowin' River, 169–172
classification systems, 8–12
cockroaches, 134–138
Commelina virginica (dayflower), 11
communications, honeybee, 25–27
commuting, 145
Coon Hollow, 196
cooperation in country living, 145
copperheads (Agikistrodon contortrix contortrix), 

6, 50–51

222



A Country Year: Index

cottonmouths (Agkistrodon piscivorus 
leucostoma), 52–53

country lane (farm road), 117, 143–145
country living, cooperation in, 145
cowbirds, 198–199
coyotes (Canis latrans), 5–6, 113, 154–157
Crawford, Robert, 83
Croton bugs, 134
customers, honey, 119–120

dam proposal, 139–143, 147, 168–173
dance lessons, 197–108
dayflower (Commelina virginica), 11
death and success, 108
deer, 165–166
depression, 8
desensitization to bee venom, 70–71
Didelphis virginiana (opossums), 150–152
divorce, 8–9
dog hugs, 98
dogs, domestic (Canis familiaris), 155

See also Andy Beagle; Tazzie
drones, 189–190
Dugès, Alfred, 64

eastern hognose snakes, 51–52
Elaphe obsoleta obsoleta (black rat snakes), 

74–77
Erigenia bulbosa (harbinger-of-spring), 183–184
Ermon (neighbor), 20–21, 163, 165
experience, respect for, 24–27

Fabre, Herni, 219
farm road (country lane), 117, 143–145
fawn, newborn, 213–214, 217
fern, walking (Camptosorus rhizophyllus), 

215–216
Firbank, Ronald, 218
firewood, 44–49, 134
flowers, See specific names
forest community, 48–49
foundlings, 97–98
friendship, 165
frogs, 13–18

See also specific names

fungus gardens, 206

gardens, 203–204, 207
German cockroaches, 134
gold house spider, 55
good times, 59–62
grandfather, 103–104
grandma Annie, 104–109
gray tree frog, 15–16
gums, See beehives

habitat study, 6
Happy Hour in the Ozarks, 208–210
harbinger-of-spring (Erigenia bulbosa), 183–184
hiving a swarm, 26, 27, 191
hoary puccoon, 185
honey, 158–161
honey factory, 68–73
honey harvesting, 69–71
honey house, 78–83
honey peddling, 118–120, 161
hornets, bald-faced (Vespula maculata), 94–96
houndlings, 97
human interactions

beekeepers, 59–62
Bil, 99, 105, 203, 213–217
Brian, 88–91, 109, 145–146
Ermon, 20–21, 163, 165
Ky, 69–73
Liddy, 88, 89, 91
Nancy, 185–187
old man, 92–93
Paul, 8, 45, 103, 104, 109, 110, 162, 166
unfriendly man, 93
Winnie, 208–212

human intervention in nature, 77, 102
Hyla Crucifer (spring peepers), 13–14

indigo buntings, 4–5, 7

Jeans, James, 83
Joseph and His Brothers, 196

Krantz, G.W., 67
Ky (nephew), 69–73
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labeling honey jars, 158
lady carpenter, 88
Lakes and Dams Association, 168–173
Leghorn chickens, 111
Leghorn rooster, 114
lessons learned, 12, 18, 58
librarian, 109, 145, 168
Liddy (Brian's girlfriend), 88, 89, 91
Linnaeus as structure for living, 10
little brown bat (Myotis lucifugus), 36
living, reasons for, 55–58
living bone, 100
love, sow-bear, 90–91
Loxosceles reclusa (brown recluse spider), 40–43
lunch, out to, 9–12

marriage, 8, 103
Mead, Margaret, 195, 196
mechanic, neighbor, 20–21, 163
Mertensia virginica (bluebells), 186
Michaelmas daisies (Aster ericoides), 178
Missouri State Conservation Department, 3, 163, 

164
molting of spiders, 55–56
monarch butterflies, 87
monarch butterfly caterpillars, 81–82
mosquito bait, 35
moth ear mites, 37–38
motherhood, 89
mountain lions, 142
mudtime, 177–181
multiflora roses, 163–167
music lessons, 106–107
Myotis lucifugus (little brown bat), 36
mysterious tools, 162

Nancy (friend), 185–187
nature's balancing acts, 167, 204, 207
neighbors, 29
New Hampshire red rooster, 113–114
New Zealand, 216–217
Nuttall, Thomas, 132
Nyssa sylvatica (pepperidge), 11–12

opossums (Didelphis virginiana), 150–152

order, systematic, 8–12
out to lunch, 9–12
Ozark life, 212
Ozark tall tales, 22, 53–54, 142
Ozarkers, 21–23, 140, 180–181, 211

Paul (ex-husband), 8, 45, 103, 104, 109, 110, 
162, 166

peddling honey, 118–120, 161
pepperidge (Nyssa sylvatica), 11–12
persimmon grove, 131
persimmon pie (recipe), 132–133
pets, See Andy Beagle; Black Edith; Sacheverell; 

Tazzie
phoebes, 76
pickerel frog (Rana Palustris), 16–17
pickup, 54' red Chevy 1/2 ton, 19–21, 19–23
pickup, soul of female white, 118
Pigeon Hawk Bluff, 142, 143, 184
planning ahead, 148
plants, See specific names
political activism, 147, 168
prejudices, personal, 141
Press on Regardless, 19–21, 118
property rights, 3–7, 4–7
protective clothing, bee, 69
Prunus serotina (wild cherry), 12
psychomythology of snakes, 53–54
puccoon, hoary, 185
puff adders, 51–52
pump house, 124

queen bees, 188–192
queer world, 83
questions of life, 58, 67, 81, 221

rabbit hunting, 97, 98, 101–102
Rana Palustris (pickerel frog), 16–17
reasons for living, 55–58
recipe (Persimmon pie), 132–133
reclaiming life, 28–32
re-queening a hive, 191
respect for experience, 24–27
Reticulitermes (termites), 204–207
ridgecaps, 87, 91
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rights, property, 4–7
rite of initiation, 71
river dam proposal, 139–143
roofing the barn, 87–91
roses, multiflora, 163–167
Rudden, Bill, 197

Sacheverell (animal companion), 99
sales trips, 118–120
salt works and tree log pipes, 11–12
salvage yard man, 21–23
sarviceberry (Amelanchier arborea), 184
sawfly larvae, 220
self-sufficiency, 12, 122–125, 195–196
sherry hour, 186–187
shingle making, 122–123
shock absorbers, 20
Simple Lifers, 210–212
Sister Esther, 106
slaty-backed gull, 197–198
snakes, 53–54, 74–77

See also specific names
snow asters, 178
soil inhabitant census, 6
soul of female white truck, 118
South Central Missouri Beekeepers Annual Pig 

Roast, 59–62
sow-bear love, 90–91
spiders, 40–43, 55–56, 57

See also specific names
spores, 215–216
Spring, 3–32, 177–221
spring peepers (Hyla Crucifer), 13–14
Springtime, 182–187
success and death, 108
Success in Life, 105
suicide at VFW campground, 30–32
Summer, 35–83
symbiosis of humans and bats, 35–39

Tazzie (animal companion), 98–99, 101, 145, 195
termites (Reticulitermes), 204–207
Thaumatopoea processionea (caterpillars), 220
tools, mysterious, 162–167
tourists, 43

travails of traveling, 118–120
tree log pipes and salt works, 11–12
trees, felling dead, 46–48
Trombicula alfreddugesi (chiggers), 63–67
turkey hunting season, 193–196

u-joints, 21–23
U.S. Corps of Engineers, 170
U.S. Park Service, 3, 170

Vespula maculata (bald-faced hornets), 94–96
VFW campground, 28, 31–32, 59
VFW stag party, 29
visions, 89
visitors, 185–187, 208–212

walking fern (Camptosorus rhizophyllus), 
215–216

wants, 12, 196
wedding anniversary, 103
widow maker, 47–48
wild cherry (Prunus serotina), 12
wildflowers, 60
Winnie (friend), 208–212
Winter, 129–173, 145, 149–153
wolf spider, 56
women, older, 12, 195–196
wood cockroaches, 134–137
woodlot, 44
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